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MEMBER FOR DARLING RANGE — SERVICE MEDALS 

672. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 

Prior to my question, I would like to once again acknowledge Mrs Kirsty Pratt in the public gallery. She is here on 
behalf of the many victims of child abuse who are waiting for the government to fulfil its election commitments.  

I refer to comments the Premier made during the last election campaign regarding the member for Darling Range. 
The Premier said that he was a fantastic candidate with a long history of service. Given recent disclosures about the 
member’s use of service medals, does the member for Darling Range have the Premier’s full and unqualified support? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

Mr Speaker, I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question. Just prior to answering it, with your indulgence, 
I would not mind also acknowledging someone in the Speaker’s gallery today. I would like to acknowledge 
John “JJ” Wade who reached the age of 100 yesterday. He served in the 2/28th Infantry Battalion and the legendary 
9th Division. He is one of the last surviving Rats of Tobruk. He also served at El Alamein and was wounded. He 
also served in Papua New Guinea. I am advised that he did more than 950 days of active service outside Australia. 
Happy birthday.  

[Applause.] 

Mr M. McGOWAN: He is also a good friend of the member for Cockburn—another attribute to his name! 

I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question. Some serious matters have been raised in relation to the 
member for Darling Range. Those matters have been brought to public attention. He has suffered some 
considerable humiliation out of all this. We have sought his advice on these issues and we have presented the 
information that we have to hand regarding his record of service, in particular, how he acquired the medal that he 
was observed to be wearing. Clearly, he made a mistake of some significance. He has apologised to the public. He 
has apologised to me. He has apologised to the cabinet. I have expressed my displeasure to him about what 
occurred. He has assured me about his period of service, in particular, his service in the British Army and in the 
British and Australian police forces. He has given me assurances that he carried out that service in all those 
organisations over a period. Does he have my full confidence? Yes, he does, on the basis of what he has advised 
me, but I will say also that he has made a significant mistake in relation to these issues. I let members know that 
he is going through considerable distress. He is currently receiving medical attention and I think we all need to be 
aware of that. 
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